7                                                                                           OUR CULTURE INDEED

of morality.   It modifies al! traditions, customs and cultures to suit
its convenience, credit and gain.

Social etiquette has been formulated with regard to women's
dress, conduct, manners and even adornment. A woman's actions
and activities are circumscribed by certain restrictions and prohibi-
tions. If any woman does any outstanding act, or exhibits extraor-
dinary intelligence she is credited with "superhuman powers". There
were times in other climes and regions when brave and intelligent
women were burnt at stakes by being branded witches. Are there
no women who are more endowed that men with talent, courage
and spirit of adventure? Valentina and Tereskova, the space women,
Madam Curie, the discoverer of radium, Krupskaya, Lenin's wife,
Eleanor Roosevelt are some such women. Coming nearer home
we have the shining example of Sarojini naidu, Durgabai Deshmukti
Indira Gandhi It is proved beyond doubt that women do not lac
behind in any walk of life.

Religion has condemned women to slavery from birth onwards.
Society has restricted the development of her personality. Man has
suppressed her talents. It is a pity that we have not realised that
it is not woman alone but entire humanity that will suffer on account
of oppression of women. This is not only because of our stupidity,
it is also the result of religion.

It is said that the Negroes painted their tales of woe and slavery
in pictures. Likewise, women have been struggling to bring home
to the people stories of their agonies and sufferings. As a result,
some women are coming forward to undertake the task of liberating
temselves.

The question about the *way in which women steeped in
ignorance and superstition arising out of religion can be liberated has
to be faced squarely. To imagine that the condition of women can
be changed solely through law and legislation is to live in a fool's
paradise. Dowry cannot be wished away by law. After all, legislation
is only an instrument. No doubt it instills fear in the minds of the
guilty; it protects the innocent. But, till the women get rid of their
mental slavery, till they regain their self-confidence, till they get over
fear of god and overcome superstition, till a scientific view is
cultivated, there won't be anybody to liberate them. Women have
to cultivate a rational outlook, to ascend the heights of knowledge,
and will. Protracted and continuous struggle on the part of women
is the need of the hour. Then, and only then can the Indian people
come out of the vicious fangs of 'our culture*.